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policy, it was much better that he should resign, and begged
Melbourne would accept 7m- resignation. Melbourne how-
ever said, < For Grod's sake, let there be no resignations at all,3'
that his and Lord Holland's retii^ement would have the effect
of breaking up the Government; and then it was suggested
that they might guard themselves by a aninute of Cabinet
(that which they subsequently drew up and gave the Queen)
from any participation in the measures they objected to.
After this, Pahnerston continued to do just as he pleased,
his colleagues consentientifais or at least non dissentientibus,
except Holland and Clarendon, with whom nevertheless he
seems (especially the latter) to have gone on upon very good
terms. Latterly, however, since the affair has got so hot
and critical, though their social relations have been unin-
terrupted, and the Palmerstons have been constantly dining
at Holland House, Palmerston has never said one word to
Lord Holland on. the subject, and he is unquestionably very
sore at the undisguised manner in which Lord Holland has
signified his dislike of Palmerston's foreign policy, and the
great civilities that Lord and Lady Holland have shown to
Guizot for some time past.
The manner in which business is conducted and the
independence of the Foreign Office are curiously displayed
by the following fact. Last Wednesday a Protocol was signed
(very proper in itself), in which the four Powers disclaimed
any intention of aggrandising themselves in any way. The
fact of this Protocol was told to Clarendon by Dr. Bowring,
who had heard it in the City, and to Lord Holland by Dedel,
neither of these Ministers having the slightest notion of its
existence. In the meantime, while the apprehensions of
Melbourne and John Russell, thus tardily aroused, have urged
them to the adoption of a measure which anay possibly break
tip the Government, or at all events bring about some im-
portant changes of one sort or another, the French are
making vigorous preparations for war, and, having persuaded
1 I own I cannot see why. Their retirement would have proved the
Tmanimity of the rest, and would rather have strengthened Palmerston than
not.